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The Continuing Extension Act of 2010
Extends Zero Percent Medicare Phvsician

Fee Schedule (MPFS) Update
On April 15,2010, President Obama
signed into law the "Continuing Ex-
tension Act of 2010;' This law ex-
tends through May 31, 2010, the zero
percent update to the MPFS that was
in effect for claims with dates of ser-
vice January 1,2010, through March
31,2010. The law is retroactive to
April l, 2010. Consequently, effec-
tive immediately, claims with dates
of service Aoril I and later which

were being held by Medicare contrac-
tors are being released for processing
and payrnent. Please keep in mind
that the statutory payment floors still
apply and, therefore, clean electronic
claims cannot be paid before 14 cal-
endar days after the date they are re-
ceived by Medicare contractors (29
calendar days for clean paper claims).
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Split/Shared Services
For split/shared services, ALL of the
following criteria MUST be met in
order for the physician to bill for the
service:

l. The physician and the qualified
non-physician practitioner (NPP)
MUST be employed or con-
tacted by the same group prac-
tice or employer.

2. The NPP MUST have his/her
own Medicare provider number.

3. The Evaluation and Management
(E4vI) service can be one of the
followins:
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. Inpatient Hospital

. Outpatient Hospital

. Observation

. Emergency Departrnent Services

. Hospital Discharge Services

. Office and Non-facility Clinic
Visits

. Prolonged Services associated
with the above E/M services

NOTE: Skilled Nursing Facility Ser-
vices, Nursing Facility Services,
Critical Care Services, and Proce-
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Sptit/Shared Services
(Contirutd from Wge 1)

dures ARE NOT eligible as split/shared services.

4. The billing physician MUST personally provide
and document a face-to-face encounter with the
patient on the same date of service as the NPP.
The face-to-face encounter must include a
"substantive" portion of the EA4 visit. A
"substantive" portion of the visit involves all or

their signature is legible, and include a signature
sample when responding to CERT Documentation
Contractor (CDC) requests for medical records. The
legible identifier requirement applies to documenta-
tion for any service performed and billed to Medi-
care. I

some portion of the history, exam, or medical
decision making key components of the EA4
service.

If documentation substantiates that the physician
and the NPP met ALL of the above criteria, and
the service(s) provided were medically neces-
sary, then the physician may bill for the service.
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CRT Alert-Legible Identifier of the Author of Medical
Record Documentation

WPS Medicare is aware that the CERT Review
Contractor (CRC) may assess an error when medical
record documentation does not include a legible
identifier of the author. The CRC confirmed that the
Office of Inspector General has made it clear that
the signature must be legible. To avoid potential as-
sessment of CERT errors for this reason, WPS
Medicare recommends that oroviders make certain


