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Documenting Injections

Fecal Occult Blood Tests (FOBT)
For screening tests, report 82270
(Blood occult, by peroxidase activity
(e.g., guaiac), qtralitative; feces con-
secutive collected specimens with
single determinatioq for colorectal
neoplasm screening (i.e., patient was
provided 3 cards or single triple card
for consecutive collection). In order
to use this code, the patient must fol-
low the dietary instructions, take the
cards home and return them to the
physician. The date billed is the date
the card is returned. Medicare al-
lows beneficiaries who have reached
the age of 50 to have this screening

To make sure all injections and con-
tinuous infirsions are documented
and coded accurately, documenting
the purpose of the injection is re-
quired. Is the procedure for diagnos-
tic or therapeutic purposes? Coding
example: 20500 Injection sinus tract,
therapeutic vs. 20501 ...diagnostic.
The OIG discovered a 63Vo eror nte
in 2006 for facet joint injections.

What is the location?

Tendon Sheath

Joint

Epidural

Lumbar

annually.

The coding changes to diagnostic
code,82272 (Blood occult, by per-
oxidase activitgy [e.g. guaiac] quali-
tative feces, 1-3 simultaneous deter-
minations performed for other than
colorectal neoplasm screening) if the
physician checks for rectal bleeding
or rectal pain in the office.

In 2009, the code G0394 was deleted
because the descripion was too con-
fusins. r

' Nerve

. Transforaminal

' Paravertebral facet

Spine Injections - What is the depth?

Muscle

Ligament

Epidural

Dura

Arachnoid

Subarachno id  Space
(Intrathecal or Spinal)
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Documenting Inj ections
(C ontinaed lrom page I)

What substance is being injected?

Are there additional services?

Contrast

The American Medical Association (AMA) recently
posted on its website updates to several CPT@ Cate-
gory I codes.

Codes 90664, 90666,90667, and 90668 were ac-
cepted at the October 2009 CPT@ Editorial Panel
meeting for the 2011 CPT@ book production cycle.
Due to the Category I vaccine product codes early
release policy, however, these code are effective on
July 1, 2010 following the six month implementa-
tion period.

' 90664 Wuenza virus vaccine, pandemic
formulation, live, for intranasal use

90666 InJluenza virus vaccine, pandemic
formulation, split virus, preservative free, for
intramuscular use

90667 Influenza virus vaccine, pandemic
formulation, split virus, adjuvanted, for in-
tramuscular use

90668 Influenza virus vaccine, pandemic
formulation, split virus, for intramuscular
use

Category I Code Revisions

Due to U.S. Food and Drug Administration @DA)
approval of the pneumococcal conjugate vaccine,
the AMA has removed the FDA Approval Pending
indicator fiom CPT@ code 90670 Pneumococcal
conjugate vaccine, I3 valent, for intramuscular use.

' Image Guidance

The physician must carefully document the dif-
ference between Ll,L2 and Ll-L2. t

Practices should also be aware that although code
90644 Meningococcal conjugate vaccine, sero-
groups C & Y and Hemophilus influenza b vaccine,
tetanus toxoid conjugate (Hib-MenCY-TT), 4 dose
schedule, when administered to children 2-15
months oJ age, for intramuscular use is slated for
the 201 1 CPT@ book, it is effective Jan. 1,2010.

Code 90614 was ctccepted at the June 2009 CPT
Editorial Panel meeting for the 201 I CPT book pro-
duction cycle. This code does not appear in the
2010 CPT codebook. Howewr, due to the Category
I vaccine product codes early release policy, this
code is ffictive on January I, 2010, following the
six month implementation period which began July
I,2009.

Code 90663 was revised for the sole use of report-
ing the HlNl influenza virus, and a new code,
90470 was approved for the specific administration
of the HlNl vaccine by any route. Both of these
changes were published on the AMA's Web site on
September 28, 2009, for immediate use (http://
www.ama-assn.or g/amalpub/h 1 n 1 /resources/cot-
codes.shtml) along with instructions for the use of
NDC codes to assist in tracking of the specific prod-
uct administered (eg, nasal, IM, IM without pre-
servative) as recommended by the Vaccine Coding
Caucus (VCC) (see AMA fact sheet http://www.
ama-assn. ors/ama I /pub/upload/mm/3 62lama-fact-
sheet-h1n1 -renorting.pdt).

This revision is effective September 2&,2009, al-
though it will not appear in the printed copy of CPT
until the publication ofthe CPT 2011 codebook. I
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