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Screening vs. Diagnostic Modifiers
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risk for developing breast cancer in the following
situations:

« She has a personal history of breast cancer;
¢ She has a family history of breast cancer;

o She had her first baby after age 30; or
« She has never had a baby.

Modifiers

Modifier GG (Performance and payment of a
screening mammography and diagnostic mammog-
raphy on the same patient, the same day replaced
GH (diagnostic mammogram converted from
screening mammogram on same day) in 2002. The
modifier—a tracking and data collection code—is
used when a radiologist sees something on a screen-

ing mammography film and performs a diagnostic
service as a result. This can be done without an ad-
ditional order from the treating physician.

The rule states “A radiologist who interprets a
screening mammography is allowed to order and in-
terpret additional films based on the results of the
screening mammogram while the patient is still at
the facility for the screening exam. To submit a
claim for a screening mammography that became a
diagnostic exam, the doctor should bill both the
screening and the diagnostic exam codes on the
same claim and append modifier GG to the diagnos-
tic code.

According to CMS, when the radiologist’s interpre-
tation results in additional films, Medicare’s age and
frequency limits for a screening mammography no
longer apply for payment purposes. =
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